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HOW-TO:

Twit-Twoo
Sculpting a miniature owl

By Joy Funnell -8.

Making a freehand sculpture
of a bird is a lot of fun. To see
a tiny creature appear in your
hands is exciting, and it’s not
as difficult to do as you might
think. Practice in polymer clay
or paper clay to get the feel of
the sculpting process before you
create your first bird in metal
clay. As you push the bird shape
around, changing the tail and
head; you will see different birds
appear like magic!

O

QFH,KDYHGHFLGHGZKDWW\SHRIELUGWRPDNH,VSHQGVRPHWLPHRQWKHLQWHUQHWORRNLQJDW
SKRWRVRIWKDWELUG,SULQWDIHZRXWZLWKYLHZVIURPGLIIHUHQWDQJOHVDQGKDYHWKHPE\PHIRU
UHIHUHQFHDV,ZRUN3ODQDKHDGƹLWFDQEHWULFN\WRPDNHYHU\WKLQOHJVDQGORQJEHDNVVWURQJ
enough.
This piece will be quite thick in some spots, so give it extra time to dry all the way through.
$OVRDOWKRXJKWKLVSURMHFWXVHVORZILUHILQHVLOYHUFOD\\RXFRXOGXVH30&6WHUOLQJǊRUDEDVH
PHWDOFOD\LQVWHDGLI\RXSUHIHU,QVWHDGRIV\ULQJHFOD\VXEVWLWXWHDOLWWOHYHU\PRLVWFOD\UROOHG
LQWRWKLQVQDNHVRUFRLOVRUSXVKHGWKURXJKDVPDOOURXQGGLHLQDFOD\H[WUXGHUDQGDGMXVW
the size of the components and the firing method and schedule for the formula you’re using.
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Materials

YJRIORZILUHILQHVLOYHUFOD\
Y6PDOODPRXQWRIORZILUHILQHVLOYHU
syringe

Y6PDOODPRXQWRIORZILUHILQHVLOYHU
SDVWH VOLS

Tools, Supplies, and
Equipment

M STEP 1: Form the basic bird shape.

[7]. Blend the top of the wing into the body

8VLQJ \RXU RZO SKRWRV IRU UHIHUHQFH XVH

at the shoulder using a wet finger [8]. Dry

(see http://www.metalclayartistmag.

about 15 g of the silver clay to form the basic

thoroughly then repeat for the other wing.

com/freeresources.html)

shape of the owl [1]. Be sure to look at the

Dry again.

YBasic Metal Clay Set-Up
YPhotos of owls for reference (from

shape from all angles as you’re sculpting it.

ERRNVPDJD]LQHVDQGRURQOLQH

The wings will be added in the next step, so

M STEP 3: Correct the shape of the owl,

Y%DE\ZLSHV SUHPRLVWHQHG
Y6PDOOPRGHOOLQJWRROVVXFKDVFOD\

you may want to make the sides of the body

if needed. ,I \RX QHHG WR ILOO LQ RU EXLOG XS

a bit thin to allow for their added thickness.

DQ\DUHDV VXFKDVWKHWRSVRIWKHZLQJV WR

8VHDURXQGHGWRRO ,XVHWKHHQGRIDSDLQW

get the shape the way you want it, add some

EUXVK  WR GHILQH WKH QHFN DQG H\H VRFNHWV

SDVWH DQGRU V\ULQJH FOD\ LQ OD\HUV GU\LQJ

[2] 6KDSH WKH FOD\ EHWZHHQ WKH H\HV LQWR

each layer well before adding the next one.

shapers and wax carvers

Y'LDPRQGFRDWHGEXUUV $.$GLDPRQG
EXUUV  RSWLRQDO

Y+DQGKHOGURWDU\WRROWKDWFDQUXQ

D EHDN 5HPRLVWHQ WKH FOD\ DV QHHGHG WR
prevent it from cracking by spraying it lightly

M STEP 4: Refine the shape. Wear a dust

with water [3], covering it with a fresh moist

mask or a particulate respirator and shop

YParticulate respirator or dust mask,

baby wipe, and allowing it to sit for several

glasses or other suitable eye protection

1,26+UDWHG HJ0ǊPRGHO

minutes until the clay absorbs the moisture

GXULQJWKLVVWHS,I\RXDUHXVLQJDURWDU\WRRO

  DOZD\VUHFRPPHQGHGDQG

before you continue sculpting. When you are

insert a diamond coated burr and then turn

HVVHQWLDOLIXVLQJDURWDU\WRRO

happy with all sides of your owl shape [4] [5],

on the tool at its slowest speed (no faster

dry it thoroughly.

WKDQ  530  :RUNLQJ VORZO\ DQG XVLQJ

DWDVSHHGRI530RUVORZHU
RSWLRQDO

Y6KRSJODVVHVDSSURSULDWHH\H

a light touch to avoid removing too much

SURWHFWLRQ LIXVLQJDURWDU\WRRO

Y:DWHUEUXVK SDLQWEUXVKZLWKDEXLOWLQ

M STEP 2: Form and add the wings. Take

clay, carefully refine the shape of the owl [9].

a small amount of clay and push out into a

6ZLWFKEHWZHHQGLIIHUHQWEXUUVKDSHVWRJHW

WKLQZLQJVKDSHDERXWPP FDUGV WKLFN

into different areas or create different effects.

[6]. Leave the edges a bit uneven; this will

,I\RXDUHQRWXVLQJDURWDU\WRROUHILQHWKH

(see http://www.metalclayartistmag.

enhance the feather effect later. Paint some

shape by hand with needle files and sanding

com/freeresources.html)

water onto the side of the owl where the

SDGV8VHDIUHVKEDE\ZLSHWRFOHDQXSDQG

wing will go and press the wing into place

smooth the clay, and to do additional light

ZDWHUUHVHUYRLU  RSWLRQDO

Y7LQ\EDOOWLSSHGEXUQLVKHU
YLOS Patina Set-Up
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More Examples of My Miniature
Bird Sculptures
Mini Decoy Duck

7

Dead as a Dodo
Swanning Around

8

Inspiration Birdie
Hey Duckie

9

Love a Duck
10
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making a round dent in the centre of each
H\H 8VH D ZHW SDLQWEUXVK RU ZDWHUEUXVK WR
refine the edges of the eyes. Dry thoroughly.
M STEP 8: Attach the owl to the branch
and add claws and eye details. Moisten
11

13

the bottom of the owl and the indented area
of the branch and wait for a few seconds to
allow the moisture to be absorbed. Then use
V\ULQJH FOD\ WR MRLQ WKHP WRJHWKHU VHFXUHO\
and allow the attachment area to dry
FRPSOHWHO\8VHV\ULQJHFOD\ RUWLQ\WDSHUHG
FOD\VQDNHV WRDGGWKHFODZVRQWRWKHEUDQFK
[12] [13] 6PRRWK WKH HQGV RI WKH EUDQFK
1H[WJHQWO\VPRRWKWKHH\HVWRIODWWHQWKHP

12

14

further into even disc shapes. Then use the
edge of a tiny needle file or a needle tool to
create a feathered effect in the eye socket
area radiating out from the eyes [14].

VKDSLQJ 5HILQH WKH EHDN DUHD ZLWK D PRLVW

work surface, flattening the underside of the

baby wipe wrapped around your nail [10] or a

branch and indenting the top so that it will

FRFNWDLOVWLFN WRRWKSLFN RUZLWKDQHHGOHILOH

VXSSRUW WKH RZO ZKHQ WKH\ DUH MRLQHG ODWHU

M STEP 9: Fire, burnish, patinate and

5HPRYHWKHRZODQGVHWLWDVLGH$SSO\VRPH

polish the sculpture. Make sure the owl is

M STEP 5: Add a feathered texture. Paint

paste to the surface of the branch to create a

completely dry all the way through before you

thin layers of paste onto the bird. When the

bark effect, avoiding the ends, base and the

ILUHLW

layers are partially dry, drag the paintbrush

indented area where the owl will be attached.

through them to create a feathered effect.

Dry the branch thoroughly.

Work on one area at a time and allow the
“feathers” to dry before moving on to the ad

M STEP 7: Add the eyes. Make two tiny

MDFHQWDUHD[11]. The more layers that are add

balls of equal size for the eyes. Brush a little

ed, the more pronounced the effect will be.

water onto the eye sockets and wait a few
seconds for the dried clay to absorb the

Editor’s note: Lay the sculpture flat on top of
a mirror, wait for about 15–20 seconds, and
then lift the piece off the mirror. If there’s
even the slightest amount of condensation
on the mirror, the center of the clay is not
completely dry yet.

M STEP 6: Make the branch. To make

moisture. Place a ball of clay in each eye

Place your sculpture in a cold kiln, ramp

a tiny branch for your owl to perch on, roll

socket, pressing each ball against the socket

WKH NLOQ DW IXOO VSHHG WR o&Ƹo&

out a short snake of clay. Gently push the

gently to attach and flatten it. Press a tiny

o)Ƹo) DQGKROGDWWKDWWHPSHUDWXUH

owl onto the fresh clay snake against your

EDOOWLSSHGEXUQLVKHULQWRHDFKIODWWHQHGEDOO

IRUƸKRXUV$OWHUQDWLYHO\\RXFDQWRUFKILUH
the clay, but you’ll need to fire it for at least

-2<)811(//LVWKH7HFKQLFDO(GLWRUIRU0&$0D6HQLRU

10 minutes from the time it starts to glow

$UW&OD\,QVWUXFWRUDQG&UDIWVPDQRIWKH*XLOGRI(QDPHOOHUV

ZLWKDVDOPRQFRORXU$OORZWKHSLHFHWRFRRO

EDVHGLQ+DVWLQJV(DVW6XVVH[8.6KHKDVEHHQWHDFKLQJ

completely and then either burnish it in a

since 2005, her workshops cover all levels of silver clay

tumbler or by hand. Patinate it with a liver of

FODVVHVDQGVKHVSHFLDOLVHVLQHQDPHOOLQJRQILQHVLOYHU6KHLV

sulphur solution to bring out the details and

passionate about using textures and colour in her work and

then remove the patina with a polishing cloth

LVSDUWLFLSDWLQJLQWKH%LUGD0RQWK&KDOOHQJH&RQWDFW

VR WKDW LW UHPDLQV RQO\ LQ WKH UHFHVVHV 1RZ

joy@joyfunnell.co.uk, www.joyfunnell.co.uk,

HQMR\\RXUQHZIHDWKHUHGIULHQG

www.joyfunnell.blogspot.com.
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